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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Status 

I )[3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 November 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) E3 Claim(s) 17.19 and 39-62 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) E3 Claim(s) 17,19,39-62 is/are rejected. 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

2. The indicated allowability of claims 45 and 53 is withdrawn in view of the 
reference(s) to Marotta et al. 6,261,305. Rejections based on the cited reference(s) 
follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 17, 19, 39-46, 57-62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in 
the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use 
the invention. The claims recite "the single balloon extending within the stent wall from a 
proximal end to a distal end of the stent body," the specification discloses the balloon 
extending out from the stent wall at two ends and the balloon. The specification does 
not disclose the balloon within the stent wall from a proximal to a distal end of the stent 
body. 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claim 57-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claim 57 recites "self expandable structures" but 
activated by expansion of the elongate body portion of the balloon. It is unclear to 
examiner that the structures are self-expandable or not since the claims clearly claim 
that the structures are activated by a balloon to be expanded radially. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 17, 19, 39-56, 61-62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Marotta et al. (6,261,305). Marotta et al. disclose a system comprising: 

A balloon catheter (55) having a bulge region (the region extending through the 
opening 135, see figs. 2-4), a stent (105) including a leaf portion including a plurality of 
movable members (426, 427, 428, fig. 23) wherein moving members are characterized 
as being self-expandable or balloon expandable since the leaf portion including 
movable members inherently expanding outwardly as the device in position as 
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disclosed in figures 2-3 and the leaf portion is further expanded by the expansion of the 
balloon as shown in fig. 4. 

Inherently, as the balloon expanded, the portion of the balloon 55 extending 
through the opening 135 (see figs. 2-4) is thinner (because of the stretching) than the 
rest of the balloon (55), which remains within the stent wall. 

The bulge region is positioned on an exterior surface of the body region between 
the proximal and the distal ends of the body region. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to (Jackie) Tan-Uyen T. Ho whose telephone number is 
571-272-4696. The examiner can normally be reached on MULTIFLEX Mon. to Sat.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ANHTUAN NGUYEN can be reached on 571-272-4963. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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